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by our own Voice we have excluded the Planter. 7s it not evi-

dent their own private Interest is, designed in the whole Train of our

Laws? We have not the least Reason to expect the Good of the

Farmer, and consequently of the Community, will be constdted, by

those who hang on Favour, or depend on the Intricacies of the Laws.
—What can be expected from those who have ever disco[§1~\vered a

Want of good Principles, and whose highest Study is the Promotion

of their Wealth; and with whom the Interest of the Publick, when it

comes in Competition with their private Advantages, is suffered to

sink?—nothing less than the Ruin of the Publick. Have we

not hitherto, in a great Degree, chosen such Men as have been

described? Nay, have they not been such as are dependant in their

Fortunes, with great Expectations from others, or enjoy Places of

Benefit and Trust in the Government? Doth not Reason declare we
might expect such cringing Vassals would readily sacrifice the Interest

of the Community to the Idol Self? Are not such Persons ut-

terly disqualified for supporting our Rights and Properties?

Is it not high Time to seek an Antidote against such deadly Poison,

before it utterly destroys us?

But you will say, what is the Remedy against this malignant

Disease ?

I will venture to prescribe a sovereign one if duly applied; that is,

as you have now a fit Opportunity, choose for your Representatives or

Burgesses such Men as have given you the strongest Reason to believe

they are truly honest: Such as are disinterested, publick spirited, who

will not allow their private Advantage once to stand in Competition

with the public Good.

You grant the Prescription is sovereign: But how shall you obtain

such? I answer: Let your Judgment be formed on their past Con-

duct; let them be such as have been unblamable in Life, independent

in their Fortunes, without Expectations from others; let them be such

as enjoy no Places of Benefit under the Government ; such as do not

depend upon Favour for their Living, nor do derive Profit or Ad-

vantage from the intricate Perplexity of the Law. In short, let them

be Men whose private Interest neither doth nor can clash with the

Interest or special Good of their Country.

Are you not sensible, Brethren, that we have too long groaned in

Secret under the Weight of these crushing Mischiefs? How long


